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Workcamps in Finnland 
 
 
Partner: Allianssi Finnland 
 

“Alliansi Youth Exchange“ ist einer unserer wenigen Partner in Skandinavien. Daher sind 
diese Workcamps auch meist schnell „ausgebucht“. Es gibt auch Teenage-Workcamps. 
Alter: ab 18 J. (Teenager-Camps auf unserer Teenage-Camps-Seite) 
 
 
ALLIANSSI  
Allianssi Youth Exchanges promotes intercultural learning and global understanding. Our aim is to 
give young people a chance to do concrete work with others from different backgrounds and ethnic 
origins.   Allianssi Youth Exchanges is owned by the Finnish Youth Co-operation Allianssi which is the 
umbrella organisation of Finnish youth organisations with about 100 nationwide member 
organisations.  
 
VOLUNTEERS 
Usually most volunteers in our camps are 18-25 years old even though there is no upper age limit. 
The volunteers come mainly through our European partner organisations, but in every camp there is 
usually representation from other parts of the world as well. This year we have four camps for younger 
volunteers with the minimum age of 16 years.  
 
WORK 
Our camps usually last about two weeks. The work is very often manual like painting or gardening; but 
one of the main aims of the camps is to encourage and increase intercultural learning between the 
volunteers and the hosting community.  No special skills are required. The working hours are about 
30-40 hours per week. 
 
CAMP LEADER 
An Allianssi camp leader is present in each camp. (S)he is either a volunteer with work camp 
experience or a student of youth work. 
 
ACTIVITIES 
There is plenty of opportunities to visit local places of interest and enjoy Finnish countryside, lakes and 
forests. And Finnish sauna, of course! Most of our camp hosts are municipal youth offices and there 
will also be local young people taking part in the work.  
 
HEALTH ISSUES 
In most camps the volunteers are insured against accident but there are some camps (at least 
Kauhajoki) where the volunteers are not insured at all. Since the travel to the work camp and theft of 
personal property are also not insured, we expect all the volunteers to take their own travel insurance.   
In addition, we advice all volunteers from EU countries to take the Europan health insurance card with 
them. No drugs are allowed at Allianssi camps under any circumstances. The use of alcohol might be 
restricted.  
 
LANGUAGE 
The language on all our camps is English and all volunteers are expected to be able to communicate 
in English. It is quite widely spoken, so you will manage in English almost everywhere in Finland.  
 
WHAT TO TAKE WITH 
Since the work is usually practical/manual we recommend that the volunteers bring with them sturdy 
shoes (+ rubber boots) and working clothes and gloves which can get dirty. Bring enough warm 
clothes for cool evenings. Swimming gear is important to bring with since there are plenty of 
opportunities for sauna and swimming in a lake. A sleeping bag is a must for most camps. Some 



music; cooking recipes and photos from the home country are always worth taking with; especially for 
the international evenings!  
 
FINLAND 
Finland; Suomi in Finnish, is situated between Sweden to the west, the tip of Norway in the north, a 
long border with Russia to the east, and Estonia to the south, across the Gulf of Finland.  Finland is 
the northernmost country in the world after Iceland. But the climate is not as freezing as that might 
suggest, partly because of the warming influence of the Gulf Stream. During summer sunbathing is 
even possible as temperatures range from 16°C to 25°C. There may be some rainy and chilly days, 
and therefore the volunteers should have proper outfit for working outdoors. The short but spectacular 
spring and autumn seasons help to counterbalance the effect of the winter.  
Finland has a long coastline. The archipelago to the south and south west of the country contains 
around 30,000 islands. Finland is also the land of lakes, almost 200,000 at the last count. Two thirds 
of the country is covered by forest. In terms of land area, Finland is the seventh largest country in 
Europe while the population is only about five million.  
Finland has two official languages: Finnish and Swedish. The currency unit in Finland is the Euro. 
USEFUL LINK http://virtual.finland.fi (General information about Finland including links for local travel 
options) 
 
 

Workcamps 2010 
 
 
ALLI 13    PRIMITIVE SURVIVING1     18.10.-05.11.2010    ENVI/ARCH   7vols  
WORK: This primitive surviving project is an Experimental-archaeology revival of Stone-Age daily life 
from the wilderness. It intends to be a scientific reconstitution of Stone-Age daily life. We believe that 
archaeological live reconstitutions are one of the strongest medium to perform the teaching of 
historical sciences. This project includes the interesting perspective of testing in real conditions the 
hypotheses made by archaeologists about prehistoric life and crafts. The volunteers will receive 
information on Stone-Age technologies, crafts and food harvesting, which means that they will collect 
some of their own food with their self-made tools. Kierikki Stone Age Centre (www.kierikki.fi) is the 
base-camp for the group of volunteers. There will be many nomadic-fishing-camps set in a wide area 
going from Yli-Ii until the east border of Finland. The camps will have the same basic idea but taking 
the seasonal facts in consideration. One branch of the project is to support the promotion of the 
richness of the Finnish forests, the knowledge of the eatable flora and fauna, and the idea that men 
can find their place in the wilderness as a sustainable part of the forest. The aim of the project is to 
offer the possibility for volunteers to learn, experience and perform in the Finnish wild woods: lake 
ancestral fishing techniques, surviving basic skills, handcrafting from natural surrounding materials, 
initiations to stone-age primitive technologies, group life solidarity and teamwork in very simple 
conditions, nomadic ancient rhythmic of living. 
ACCOMODATION & FOOD: Accommodation will be inside reconstituted stone age-houses, as well 
as, in hiking refuges, kotas and even igloos in winter! Comfort will be very basic (water from lakes and 
rivers, cooking on fire…). Food will be partly fished and collected from nature, partly bought. The 
volunteers should arrive with appropriate equipment (winter clothing, backpacks, sleeping bags) and 
have checked carefully the webpage of the project 
http://sites.google.com/site/primitivesurvivingprojectweb 
TERMINAL:Nearest train station is Oulu (600 km from Helsinki). From Oulu there are buses on 
weekdays to Yli-Ii (50 km). 
SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS: Participants must be in good health condition, have a valid travel 
insurance and be ready to very basic conditions like sleeping outside. A motivation letter is needed.  
EXTRA FEE: There is an extra fee of 100 euros. 
PLEASE NOTE ! There will be many nomadic-fishing-camps, the first camp will start in October and 
there will be many camps until spring with the same concept but taking the various seasons in 
consideration. Special requirements for winter camps: These are the average minimum (the real 
minimum can be much colder) temperatures for each month: October: +1*C November: -4*C 
December: -11*C January: -12*C February: -14*C March: -8*C April: -3*C. The volunteers should 
arrive with appropriate equipment (winter clothing, backpacks, sleeping bags) and having checked 
carefully the webpage of the project http://sites.google.com/site/primitivesurvivingprojectweb 
 
ALLI 14    PRIMITIVE SURVIVING 2     15.11.-03.12.2010    ENVI/ARCH   7vols  
WORK: This primitive surviving project is an Experimental-archaeology revival of Stone-Age daily life 
from the wilderness. It intends to be a scientific reconstitution of Stone-Age daily life. We believe that 
archaeological live reconstitutions are one of the strongest medium to perform the teaching of 
historical sciences. This project includes the interesting perspective of testing in real conditions the 



hypotheses made by archaeologists about prehistoric life and crafts. The volunteers will receive 
information on Stone-Age technologies, crafts and food harvesting, which means that they will collect 
some of their own food with their self-made tools. Kierikki Stone Age Centre (www.kierikki.fi) is the 
base-camp for the group of volunteers. There will be many nomadic-fishing-camps set in a wide area 
going from Yli-Ii until the east border of Finland. The camps will have the same basic idea but taking 
the seasonal facts in consideration. One branch of the project is to support the promotion of the 
richness of the Finnish forests, the knowledge of the eatable flora and fauna, and the idea that men 
can find their place in the wilderness as a sustainable part of the forest. The aim of the project is to 
offer the possibility for volunteers to learn, experience and perform in the Finnish wild woods: lake 
ancestral fishing techniques, surviving basic skills, handcrafting from natural surrounding materials, 
initiations to stone-age primitive technologies, group life solidarity and teamwork in very simple 
conditions, nomadic ancient rhythmic of living. 
ACCOMODATION & FOOD: Accommodation will be inside reconstituted stone age-houses, as well 
as, in hiking refuges, kotas and even igloos in winter! Comfort will be very basic (water from lakes and 
rivers, cooking on fire…). Food will be partly fished and collected from nature, partly bought. The 
volunteers should arrive with appropriate equipment (winter clothing, backpacks, sleeping bags) and 
have checked carefully the webpage of the project 
http://sites.google.com/site/primitivesurvivingprojectweb 
TERMINAL:Nearest train station is Oulu (600 km from Helsinki). From Oulu there are buses on 
weekdays to Yli-Ii (50 km). 
SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS: Participants must be in good health condition, have a valid travel 
insurance and be ready to very basic conditions like sleeping outside. A motivation letter is needed.  
EXTRA FEE: There is an extra fee of 100 euros. 
PLEASE NOTE ! There will be many nomadic-fishing-camps, the first camp will start in October and 
there will be many camps until spring with the same concept but taking the various seasons in 
consideration. Special requirements for winter camps: These are the average minimum (the real 
minimum can be much colder) temperatures for each month: October: +1*C November: -4*C 
December: -11*C January: -12*C February: -14*C March: -8*C April: -3*C. The volunteers should 
arrive with appropriate equipment (winter clothing, backpacks, sleeping bags) and having checked 
carefully the webpage of the project http://sites.google.com/site/primitivesurvivingprojectweb  
 
ALLI 15    PRIMITIVE SURVIVING 3     13.12.-31.12.2010    ENVI/ARCH   7vols  
WORK: This primitive surviving project is an Experimental-archaeology revival of Stone-Age daily life 
from the wilderness. It intends to be a scientific reconstitution of Stone-Age daily life. We believe that 
archaeological live reconstitutions are one of the strongest medium to perform the teaching of 
historical sciences. This project includes the interesting perspective of testing in real conditions the 
hypotheses made by archaeologists about prehistoric life and crafts. The volunteers will receive 
information on Stone-Age technologies, crafts and food harvesting, which means that they will collect 
some of their own food with their self-made tools. Kierikki Stone Age Centre (www.kierikki.fi) is the 
base-camp for the group of volunteers. There will be many nomadic-fishing-camps set in a wide area 
going from Yli-Ii until the east border of Finland. The camps will have the same basic idea but taking 
the seasonal facts in consideration. One branch of the project is to support the promotion of the 
richness of the Finnish forests, the knowledge of the eatable flora and fauna, and the idea that men 
can find their place in the wilderness as a sustainable part of the forest. The aim of the project is to 
offer the possibility for volunteers to learn, experience and perform in the Finnish wild woods: lake 
ancestral fishing techniques, surviving basic skills, handcrafting from natural surrounding materials, 
initiations to stone-age primitive technologies, group life solidarity and teamwork in very simple 
conditions, nomadic ancient rhythmic of living. 
ACCOMODATION & FOOD: Accommodation will be inside reconstituted stone age-houses, as well 
as, in hiking refuges, kotas and even igloos in winter! Comfort will be very basic (water from lakes and 
rivers, cooking on fire…). Food will be partly fished and collected from nature, partly bought. The 
volunteers should arrive with appropriate equipment (winter clothing, backpacks, sleeping bags) and 
have checked carefully the webpage of the project 
http://sites.google.com/site/primitivesurvivingprojectweb 
TERMINAL:Nearest train station is Oulu (600 km from Helsinki). From Oulu there are buses on 
weekdays to Yli-Ii (50 km). 
SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS: Participants must be in good health condition, have a valid travel 
insurance and be ready to very basic conditions like sleeping outside. A motivation letter is needed.  
EXTRA FEE: There is an extra fee of 100 euros. 
PLEASE NOTE ! There will be many nomadic-fishing-camps, the first camp will start in October and 
there will be many camps until spring with the same concept but taking the various seasons in 
consideration. Special requirements for winter camps: These are the average minimum (the real 
minimum can be much colder) temperatures for each month: October: +1*C November: -4*C 
December: -11*C January: -12*C February: -14*C March: -8*C April: -3*C. The volunteers should 



arrive with appropriate equipment (winter clothing, backpacks, sleeping bags) and having checked 
carefully the webpage of the project http://sites.google.com/site/primitivesurvivingprojectweb  
 
ALLI 16    PRIMITIVE SURVIVING 4     07.02.-25.02.2011    ENVI/ARCH   7vols  
WORK: This primitive surviving project is an Experimental-archaeology revival of Stone-Age daily life 
from the wilderness. It intends to be a scientific reconstitution of Stone-Age daily life. We believe that 
archaeological live reconstitutions are one of the strongest medium to perform the teaching of 
historical sciences. This project includes the interesting perspective of testing in real conditions the 
hypotheses made by archaeologists about prehistoric life and crafts. The volunteers will receive 
information on Stone-Age technologies, crafts and food harvesting, which means that they will collect 
some of their own food with their self-made tools. Kierikki Stone Age Centre (www.kierikki.fi) is the 
base-camp for the group of volunteers. There will be many nomadic-fishing-camps set in a wide area 
going from Yli-Ii until the east border of Finland. The camps will have the same basic idea but taking 
the seasonal facts in consideration. One branch of the project is to support the promotion of the 
richness of the Finnish forests, the knowledge of the eatable flora and fauna, and the idea that men 
can find their place in the wilderness as a sustainable part of the forest. The aim of the project is to 
offer the possibility for volunteers to learn, experience and perform in the Finnish wild woods: lake 
ancestral fishing techniques, surviving basic skills, handcrafting from natural surrounding materials, 
initiations to stone-age primitive technologies, group life solidarity and teamwork in very simple 
conditions, nomadic ancient rhythmic of living. 
ACCOMODATION & FOOD: Accommodation will be inside reconstituted stone age-houses, as well 
as, in hiking refuges, kotas and even igloos in winter! Comfort will be very basic (water from lakes and 
rivers, cooking on fire…). Food will be partly fished and collected from nature, partly bought. The 
volunteers should arrive with appropriate equipment (winter clothing, backpacks, sleeping bags) and 
have checked carefully the webpage of the project 
http://sites.google.com/site/primitivesurvivingprojectweb 
TERMINAL:Nearest train station is Oulu (600 km from Helsinki). From Oulu there are buses on 
weekdays to Yli-Ii (50 km). 
SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS: Participants must be in good health condition, have a valid travel 
insurance and be ready to very basic conditions like sleeping outside. A motivation letter is needed.  
EXTRA FEE: There is an extra fee of 100 euros. 
PLEASE NOTE ! There will be many nomadic-fishing-camps, the first camp will start in October and 
there will be many camps until spring with the same concept but taking the various seasons in 
consideration. Special requirements for winter camps: These are the average minimum (the real 
minimum can be much colder) temperatures for each month: October: +1*C November: -4*C 
December: -11*C January: -12*C February: -14*C March: -8*C April: -3*C. The volunteers should 
arrive with appropriate equipment (winter clothing, backpacks, sleeping bags) and having checked 
carefully the webpage of the project http://sites.google.com/site/primitivesurvivingprojectweb  
 
ALLI 17    PRIMITIVE SURVIVING 5     07.03.-25.03.2011    ENVI/ARCH   7vols  
WORK: This primitive surviving project is an Experimental-archaeology revival of Stone-Age daily life 
from the wilderness. It intends to be a scientific reconstitution of Stone-Age daily life. We believe that 
archaeological live reconstitutions are one of the strongest medium to perform the teaching of 
historical sciences. This project includes the interesting perspective of testing in real conditions the 
hypotheses made by archaeologists about prehistoric life and crafts. The volunteers will receive 
information on Stone-Age technologies, crafts and food harvesting, which means that they will collect 
some of their own food with their self-made tools. Kierikki Stone Age Centre (www.kierikki.fi) is the 
base-camp for the group of volunteers. There will be many nomadic-fishing-camps set in a wide area 
going from Yli-Ii until the east border of Finland. The camps will have the same basic idea but taking 
the seasonal facts in consideration. One branch of the project is to support the promotion of the 
richness of the Finnish forests, the knowledge of the eatable flora and fauna, and the idea that men 
can find their place in the wilderness as a sustainable part of the forest. The aim of the project is to 
offer the possibility for volunteers to learn, experience and perform in the Finnish wild woods: lake 
ancestral fishing techniques, surviving basic skills, handcrafting from natural surrounding materials, 
initiations to stone-age primitive technologies, group life solidarity and teamwork in very simple 
conditions, nomadic ancient rhythmic of living. 
ACCOMODATION & FOOD: Accommodation will be inside reconstituted stone age-houses, as well 
as, in hiking refuges, kotas and even igloos in winter! Comfort will be very basic (water from lakes and 
rivers, cooking on fire…). Food will be partly fished and collected from nature, partly bought. The 
volunteers should arrive with appropriate equipment (winter clothing, backpacks, sleeping bags) and 
have checked carefully the webpage of the project 
http://sites.google.com/site/primitivesurvivingprojectweb 
TERMINAL:Nearest train station is Oulu (600 km from Helsinki). From Oulu there are buses on 
weekdays to Yli-Ii (50 km). 



SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS: Participants must be in good health condition, have a valid travel 
insurance and be ready to very basic conditions like sleeping outside. A motivation letter is needed.  
EXTRA FEE: There is an extra fee of 100 euros. 
PLEASE NOTE ! There will be many nomadic-fishing-camps, the first camp will start in October and 
there will be many camps until spring with the same concept but taking the various seasons in 
consideration. Special requirements for winter camps: These are the average minimum (the real 
minimum can be much colder) temperatures for each month: October: +1*C November: -4*C 
December: -11*C January: -12*C February: -14*C March: -8*C April: -3*C. The volunteers should 
arrive with appropriate equipment (winter clothing, backpacks, sleeping bags) and having checked 
carefully the webpage of the project http://sites.google.com/site/primitivesurvivingprojectweb  
 


